
LiPo Fire in Ian’s Car 
 

I had a LiPo in a box catch fire in the family car on Saturday (29/3/2015).  I was lucky, 

but it could have been worse and there are lessons to be learned. 

 

WHAT HAPPENED.    I packed up my chargers and batteries in their box and put 

them in the back of the wagon and headed home.  I stopped at the petrol station then 

parked in the lane around the back of my house, to unload. 

 

The boot-release went clunk as usual, but then followed by a dull thud and a long hiss 

- then the back of the wagon suddenly filled with thick smoke.  I thought it must have 

been some electrical fault in the boot release and possibly a shorted wire - but upon 

quickly opening the boot, I noted the smoke was spewing from my carry box. 

 

The box is an old metal first aid box that had sat in the wall of an office or factory, 

and it has a decent clip and three compartments.  I kept about 8 batteries in it (from 

1600mAh to 2200mAh, mostly 3s) along with 5 chargers. 

 

I pulled the box from the boot and put it in the lane, then realising it was still cooking 

and contained a stack of batteries, and there was nothing around to catch fire, I 

emptied the contents onto the lane and kicked the burning stuff from the non-burning 

stuff, and left the burning stuff to burn itself out. 

 

The end result was two or three batteries 

(it was hard to tell from the mess) 

completely burned, and the remainder 

all with melted or charred covering. 

 

The chargers were relatively unscathed 

as they were in a separate compartment 

and packed tightly together.  The 

charging leads, being in the 

compartment beside the battery 

compartment, took a beating and were 

covered in soot. 

 

Pictures of the box and the remainder of the burned and singed batteries  are attached, 

and as you can see there is soot everywhere. 

 

There was a burned smell in the car, and soot marks around where the box had been 

on the boot floor, but nothing else. 

 

The end result was batteries costing about $160 being destroyed, some charger leads 

to be replaced, and a lot of cleaning to be done. 

 

On Sunday I bought a decent Ammo box (50 calibre, $15, I could not get the smaller 

30 calibre size) and have put all the charred batteries in it, and will later discharge 

them completely with 12 volt car lightbulbs. 

 



WHAT WORKED?  I had everything 

in  a metal box with a good latch and so 

only smoke and some soot came out. 

If I had my batteries in only a LiPo bag, 

there would have been a much higher 

probability of flame in the boot (which 

also contained clothing and 4 litres of 

turps!). 

 

LUCK - I was alone, I had stopped, I 

was present when it happened, I was not 

at the petrol station, the outside of the 

box did not get so hot as to ignite 

anything in the car (including the turps), 

and I was able to empty the box where nothing around was flammable. It did not 

happen in my garage (which is full of tools and plenty of flammable liquids) or the 

house.  Also, my transmitters were not in the same box (!!!). 

 

NEXT TIME - if I had my chargers and leads separate, they would have been 

unscathed.   

 

I’ll use ammo boxes in future, I’ll start 

with the 50 calibre box (approx 150 x 

290 x 180 H). I’ll try to get one or two 

smaller ammo boxes so I don’t have the 

risk of losing all of my batteries at once.   

 

I WILL follow the setup in the attached 

photo, which shows rubber inside the 

box for padding and as insulation to stop 

shorting, no room for the batteries to 

move around, a plastic milk bottle to 

keep them in place, and all leads 

DOWNWARDS so they can’t get caught 

and shorted by the lid. 

 

OTHER EVENTS - we have had a former member of the club set fire to his laundry, 

and a member of a nearby club lose his whole house!    

 

LIPO BAGS - For non-members of the Doncaster Aeromodellers Club reading this, 

at DAC we insist on all members owning LiPo bags (or boxes) as batteries MUST be 

in bags or closed boxes when being charged at DAC.  We did a test causing a 6 cell 

battery to ignite in a LiPo bag, no flames came out, just smoke, and the bag stayed 

intact and some covering melted but did not ignite.  But the bag was brand new and 

we may have had good luck as some YouTube videos show different results. 

 

PLEASE THINK WHAT YOU CAN TAKE FROM THIS STORY TO 

CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR AND YOUR FAMILY’S SAFETY  

 

Cheers - Ian Pullar - President - Doncaster Aeromodeller’s Club 


