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Newsletter October 2013 

 

President’s message: 

It’s already end of September and over 2 months since the new committee has been in place. I 

would especially like to thank all who have participated in a very hectic and vibrant email regime 

that has seen significant progress made, ensuring that the vision moving forward is kept on target. 

The Safety sub group has had many hours of meetings to try and find the best way to deal with all 

current and future challenges as we move forward. I would like to thank and acknowledge the 

members all the time, effort and energy to find the best solutions for all. It is a significant work in 

progress being led by David Gibbs who is doing an outstanding job. 

There is ongoing work and discussions on the kitchen renovation and looking forward to committee 

sign off soon. 

The first fun fly has been held and by all responses, not only was it a great time, but by some pilots 

own admission, this format encouraged them to fly little further beyond their comfort zone safely. 

Mission accomplished!!!!! My thanks to all who assisted, especially Nick Daud (Catering Manager), 

Allan Swift and Michael Best (Safety / Timing / Pilot boxes / general organization) For those who 

jumped in when asked to assist, my thanks. 

There will be an advanced / Gold Wings training and testing (Sunday’s) during November (see David 

Gibbs) and by request, we will look at another Saturday Fun Fly. 

DAC is a place to meet, fly, enjoy company, share knowledge, help others and hopefully leave at the 

end of the day feeling a whole lot better than you started it…. I do and hope everyone else is as lucky 

as I am. 
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Secretary report: 

A big thanks to Allan for running the Secretary role for the last four years. In the last few months 

we've met as a Committee and have been planning both flying events and looking at potential 

clubhouse improvements and operating guidelines. Both the Consumer Affairs AGM report and the 

Manningham Shire Grounds application forms have been submitted. 

It was great to see a solid turnout for the Fun-fly last weekend. By the looks on the faces of those 

involved they were either smiling or concentrating hard to do their best. 

Don't forget we have our Build and Fix nights on Wednesdays. It would be good to see a few more of 

you down occasionally, especially as Daylights Savings is just around the corner. There's also some 

other events on in the next few months hosted by other clubs - check the DAC website events area 

for more details and details within this newsletter. 

  

Cheers, Kendrick 

Secretary 

 

From the Editors: 

Welcome to the first newsletter for 2013. We hope to publish quarterly depending on available 

content, so please forward suitable articles as soon as possible. 

Allan & Kendrick 

 

Coming Events at DAC: 

14-20/10/2013  Camperdown Slope Soaring week with VARMS 

17/11/2013  Gold Wings Training Day 

18/11/2013  General Club Night & Night Flying  
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Fun Fly 21/09/2013: 

The first club fun-fly for many years was well attended with 16 members entered. 

Big thank you to Nik for the catering and all helpers for making it a great event. 

The next fun-fly is being planned for November and ideas are welcome for event suggestions. 

 

Pilot Aircraft Category 

Grant C. Swallow (scratch built) A 

Michael B. E/Star A 

Colin  E/Star A 

Allan  Komet A 

Callan F/Cub N 

Victor L. E/Star B 

Alex M. Trojan T28 A 

Anthony P. F/Cub A 

Douglas F/Cub N 

Greg Sl. F/Cub A 

Jose E/Star N 

Kendrick Trojan T28 N 

David Ho. Trojan T28 N 

Alex Z. E/Star A 

Ivan V Corsair N 

Juris E/Star N 

 

B = Buddy Box 

         N = Novice 

         A = Advanced 

 

 

 

 

10 Sec. Climb & Glide: 

 

The Easy Star had a big advantage in this event and Colin found some good lift at the Northern end 

of the Field to record a best time of 2min 34sec. Grant C did very well with his Swallow (flying wing) 

at the Southern end and achieved a 2min 16sec flight. 

 

Victor L  1st Buddy Box 

 

Ivan V  1st Novice 

Callan  2nd Novice  

Kendrick 3rd Novice 

 

Colin  1st Advanced 

Grant C  2nd Advanced 

Allan  3rd Advanced 
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60sec. Runway Taxi: 

 

A lot harder than it sounds!  

Callan showed us all the quickest way to record a score of 9 passes between the witches hats. 

 

Victor L  1st Buddy Box 

 

Callan  1st Novice 

Ivan V  2nd Novice  

Kendrick 2nd Novice 

David Ho 3rd Novice 

Douglas  3rd Novice 

 

Colin  1st Advanced 

Anthony P 2nd Advanced 

Michael B 3rd Advanced 

Alex M  3rd Advanced 

Alex Z  3rd Advanced 

 

Slow & Fast: 

 

Victor L  1st Buddy Box 

 

Kendrick 1st Novice 

Callan  2nd Novice  

Ivan V  3rd Novice 

 

Grant C  1st Advanced 

Alex M  2nd Advanced 

Greg Sl  3rd Advanced 

 

Timed two loops: 

 

Quickest time to completed two loops (note: take off and landing included for advanced flyers). 

A fun event with a few different tactics tried to avoid circuits. 

 

 

Victor L  1st Buddy Box 

 

Juris  1st Novice 

Callan  2nd Novice 

David Ho 3rd Novice  

Kendrick 3rd Novice 

 

Grant C  1st Advanced 

Anthony P 2nd Advanced 

Greg Sl  3rd Advanced 
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Camperdown Slope Soaring Week: 

 

The VARMS Club has very kindly invited all DAC members to join them for a Slope Soaring week (or 

part of) at Camperdown from Monday the 14th to Sunday the 20th of October. 
 

Aero Towing may also be flown at the local Club. 

 

Directions: 
http://www.whereis.com/?id=372489FDB92054&intref=emailmap 
 

Accommodation: 

http://www.aaatourism.com.au/accommodation/info/lakes-and-craters-holiday-park/ 

 

http://www.aaatourism.com.au/accommodation/info/amble-inn-motel/ 

 

http://www.aaatourism.com.au/accommodation/info/camperdown-s-historic-mill/ 

 

 

Model Review: 

Assassin 34” Flying Wing – Build and Flight Review 

Evaluation by K.Pavey 

Flying wings are a good choice if you are looking for an economical plane to fly that is cheap and 

compact. The Assassin, sold by www.crashtesthobby.com is also very robust which makes it quite 

appealing for the club flyer who prefers flying vs repairing. The claim is that the Assassin is the 

‘toughest plane on the planet’, and they have a video showing it flying into a brick wall, and then 

immediately relaunching the plane without damage! Curiousity got the better of me, and so I 

organised to purchase 3, two for other members (Dan and Walter). 
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The kit is available from the USA, with a landed cost coming in around $80. This includes the 

following: 

• EPP foam core wings and elevons (2 pcs each) 

• Laminate (iron on) 

• Formica motor mount 

• Elevon rods 

• Corflute vertical stabilisers (optional fit) 

• Stainless motor mount predrilled 

• Elevon horns and rod clasps 

• Carbon spar 

• Shock cord 
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The builder needs to supply the following: 

• Motor 2812 

• 30A ESC 

• 2 servos (metal gear, HS-82 recommended) 

• Receiver 

• Prop (7x6 typical) 

• 2 screws to affix the motor mount 

• Hot glue 

• Battery strap 

• 1300mah/3S batteries (20C plus) 

• Covering or stickers as desired 

Total cost runs to around $120 - $150 depending on radio equipment installed. 

Build – the website provides both a downloadable build guide (which is a bit long winded) and 

Youtube video links for the user to follow. The overall build is not especially difficult but there are a 

few key points/issues worthy of note: 

• Glueing in the shock cord with CA, which goes around the periphery of the wing, does give 

rise to a lot of fumes. Do it outside preferably 

• I didn’t create the centre slot for ESC and Rx, instead made a separate slot for the Rx. See 

later re where I put the ESC 

• The iron on laminate takes a bit of patience but isn’t difficult – a small hobby iron ideally is 

needed, set on about 2 (medium).  
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• The double wrap lamination of the elevons can result in creases if you are not careful, and 

would probably be done more easily as two separate single wraps 

• Iron on the laminate with the EPP on a flat table to avoid warpage. Warpage can be fixed by 

reheating the area and holding it straight as it cools 

• The motor mount doesn’t align with the recommended motor for some reason. File the 

horizontal holes outboard if required to suit 

• A Dremel is very helpful for digging the holes required neatly although the EPP can be 

removed fairly easily with a hobby knife, or even a (old) soldering iron 

• The horn clamps provided didn’t work for me, I used glued on clevises to the rods provided.  

Glueing and Taping
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Ironing on the Laminate

 

Recycling Funcub Stickers!
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Underneath graphics – recycled Funcub and Easystar stickers!

 

The finished article!
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CoG – I found it slightly easier to balance the wing when the pins were on the top of the wing, rather 

than the bottom. Both Nanotech and std 1300mah/30C Turnigy are similar weights (within 4gms of 

each other) and this small variation does not affect trim. My ESC is near the motor however to get 

nearer the recommended CoG, and this helps with cooling having it exposed rather than within the 

EPP core slot per the instructions. Given the flight times (see later) going to a larger battery seems 

unnecessary and would mean moving the battery slot or adding dead weight. 

Visibility – given the relatively small size of the wing, clear differentiation of the upper vs lower sides 

will help with orientation. 

Launching – the Assassin will fly straight out of your hand. Hold the leading edge of one side at arms 

length and at chest height, keeping the plane level and apply 75-100% throttle. It will fly straight out. 

Robustness – a few sub optimal launches and flying low circuits ‘Funcub style’ has resulted in a few 

unexpected dirt naps. True to its claim it has not sustained any damage. I’m impressed. 

Higher wind performance – as the Assassin is light it is affected by stronger winds as expected. 

Generally this manifests as an ‘oversteer’ (excess roll) in turns. Having said that, it is still quite 

controllable in ~30km/h winds and enjoyable to fly. I can’t say that about all my other planes. 

Slow speed flying – the Assassin is reasonably stable during low speed flying. It will wing rock as it 

approaches a stall. It’s amazing that it doesn’t need a vertical stabiliser, although they are included 

in the kit. Some experimentation with side vertical stabilisers may improve its low speed stability. 

Vertical performance – very good. Not sure if it is unlimited but it’s not far off. The Assassin easily 

pulls loops on half throttle. 

Speed – more than adequate with the 2812 motor and 3S/1300 packs running a 7x6 APCE prop. 

Approx 90km/h maximum estimated. To reduce pitching tendency, mix 3% elevator down THR-ELE. 

Power required – around 150W max. A 20A ESC will suffice although the manufacturer recommends 

30-40A. 

Noise – slightly quieter and a lower pitch than an Easystar 

Flight time –6 minute flights of mixed flying require around 700mah put back into the 1300mah/3S 

pack with 30% remaining. The YEP ESC does sometimes beep twice indicating at least one cell in the 

pack has hit its LVC (3.1V). The Nanotech 3S/1300mah 65-130C batteries seem to be the preferred 

battery of choice. 

Bad Traits – there’s not a lot to complain about – the Assassin exhibits some waggling after quick 

aileron rolls and it doesn’t glide as well as say a typical Delta wing. Given the wing area, what do you 

expect? If losing control heading towards a stall, add throttle to improve stability. 
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Bonus – The Assassin is small enough to fit in a large suitcase or take on a family holiday. 

Summary – The Assassin is a well thought through, robustly designed, build yourself kit that I believe 

will grow in popularity within our club. It is relatively easy to build, fly and launch, able to handle 

some wind, and will cope with day-to-day wear and tear.  It’s not a  beginner’s plane, more a second 

or third plane. If you are a staple ARF flyer this could be a chance to stretch yourself a little and enjoy 

the satisfaction of building without breaking the bank. 

 

The Cup of Brandy: 

 

It's the cup of brandy that no one wants to drink. 

On Tuesday, in Fort Walton Beach, Florida, the surviving Doolittle Raiders gathered publicly for the 

last time. 

 

They once were among the most universally admired and revered men in the United States. There 

were 80 of the Raiders in April 1942, when they carried out one of the most courageous and 

heart-stirring military operations in this nation's history. The mere mention of their unit's name, in 

those years, would bring tears to the eyes of grateful Americans. 

 

Now only four survive. 

 

After Japan 's sneak attack on Pearl Harbor, with the United States reeling and wounded, something 

dramatic was needed to turn the war effort  around. 

 

Even though there were no friendly airfields close enough to Japan for the United States to launch a 

retaliation, a daring plan was devised. Sixteen B-25s were modified so that they could 

take off from the deck of an aircraft carrier. This had never before been tried -- sending such big, 

heavy bombers from a carrier. 

 

The 16 five-man crews, under the command of Lt. Col. James Doolittle, who himself flew the lead 

plane off the USS Hornet, knew that they would not be able to return to the carrier. They would 

have to hit Japan and then hope to make it to China for a safe 

landing. 

 

But on the day of the raid, the Japanese military caught wind of the plan. The Raiders were told that 

they would have to take off from much farther out in the Pacific  Ocean than they had 

counted on. They were told that because of this they would not have enough fuel to make it to 

safety. 

 

And those men went anyway. 

 

They bombed Tokyo, and then flew as far as they could. Four planes crash-landed; 11 more crews 

bailed out, and three of the Raiders died. Eight more were captured; three were executed. 

Another died of starvation in a Japanese prison camp. One crew made it to Russia . 

The Doolittle Raid sent a message from the United States to its enemies, and to the rest of the 

world: We will fight. And, no matter what it takes, we will win. 
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Of the 80 Raiders, 62 survived the war. They were celebrated as national heroes, models of bravery. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer produced a motion  picture based on the raid; "Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo," 

starring Spencer Tracy and Van Johnson, was a patriotic and emotional box-office hit, and the phrase 

became part of the national lexicon. In the movie-theater previews for the film, MGM proclaimed 

that it was presenting the story "with supreme pride." 

 

Beginning in 1946, the surviving Raiders have held a reunion each April, to commemorate the 

mission. The reunion is in a different city each year. In 1959, the city of Tucson, Arizona , as a gesture 

of respect and gratitude, presented the Doolittle Raiders with a set of 80 silver goblets. Each goblet 

was engraved with the name of a Raider. 

Every year, a wooden display case bearing all 80 goblets is transported to the reunion city. Each time 

a Raider passes away, his goblet is turned upside down in the  case at the next reunion, as his old 

friends bear solemn witness. 

 

Also in the wooden case is a bottle of 1896 Hennessy Very Special cognac. The year is not 

happenstance: 1896 was when Jimmy Doolittle was born. 

There has always been a plan: When there are only two surviving Raiders, they would open the 

bottle, at last drink from it, and toast their comrades who preceded them in death. 

 

As 2013 began, there were five living Raiders; then, in February, Tom Griffin passed away at age 96.  

What a man he was. After bailing out of his plane over a mountainous Chinese forest after the Tokyo 

raid, he became ill with malaria, and almost died. When he recovered, he was sent to Europe to fly 

more combat missions. He was shot down, captured, and spent 22 months in a  German prisoner of 

war camp. 

 

The selflessness of these men, the sheer guts ... there was a passage in the Cincinnati Enquirer 

obituary for Mr. Griffin that, on the surface, had nothing to do with the war, but that emblematizes 

the depth of his sense of duty and devotion:  "When his wife became ill and needed to go into a 

nursing home, he visited her every day. He walked from his house to the nursing home, fed his wife 

and at the end of the day brought home her clothes. At night, he washed and ironed her clothes. 

Then he walked them up to her room the next morning. He did that for three years until her death in 

2005." 

 

So now, out of the original 80, only four Raiders remain: Dick Cole (Doolittle's co-pilot on the Tokyo 

raid), Robert Hite, Edward Saylor and David Thatcher. All are in their 90s. They have decided that 

there are too few of them for the public reunions to continue. 

 

The events in Fort Walton Beach this week will mark the end. It has come full circle; Florida 's nearby 

Eglin Field was where the Raiders trained in secrecy for the Tokyo mission. The town is planning to 

do all it can to honor the men: a six-day celebration of their valor, including luncheons, a dinner and 

a parade. 

 

Do the men ever wonder if those of us for whom they helped save the country have tended to it in a 

way that is worthy of their sacrifice? They don't talk about that, at least not around other people. 

But if you find yourself near Fort Walton Beach this week, and if you should encounter any of the 



 Doncaster Aeromodellers Club 14 

 

Raiders, you might want to offer them a word of thanks. I can tell you from firsthand observation 

that they appreciate hearing that they are remembered. 

 

The men have decided that after this final public reunion they will wait until a later date -- sometime 

this year --  to get together once more, informally and in absolute privacy. That is when they will 

open the bottle of brandy. The years are flowing by too swiftly now; they are not going to wait until 

there are only two of them. 

 

They will fill the four remaining upturned goblets. 

 

And raise them in a toast to those who are gone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pylon Racing Day at LDMFA (Lilydale): 

On 10/11/2013, The Lilydale Club is having a Pylon Racing Day for Sports, Electric and Q500. 

This is a good opportunity to try Pylon racing close to Melbourne and Yarra Valley is a great place for 

the family to visit. 
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Photos 

Some highlights of what’s been flying around the traps 

 

 

Funcubs – discussing how much fun they had at the Funfly 
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Colin and Allan –deep in concentration at the Funfly 
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Birds joining in the fun, although they seemed unimpressed…

 
 

Popping the balloon was harder than anticipated.
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Other Shots - Dan’s Pitts 12 

 
 

Arthur’s Blackhorse Storch
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Kendrick’s Escale Samurai Glider

Walter’s Hangar 9 Corsair 
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Warwick’s remaidened Extra 

 
 

Ivan’s Aussie Spec Mustang – very nicely done! 
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Michael’s Big Mig 

 
 

An Assassin Quartet – in Slalom Training (harder than it looks) 

 


