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On the agenda:- 

• Discuss Safety 

• Show and Tell, bring your model along. 

• Pizzas, soft drink, tea & coffee provided. 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that you can view the newsletter on the web and see it in glorious colour?  

Simply go to http://www.dac.org.au and select "Members Info" then "Newsletter". 

 

If you wish, you can unsubscribe to having the hardcopy newsletters sent to you via post and 

just get an email notification when a new edition is available for download.  This will save 

delays, trees, and postal and production costs.  An email has been sent out to those members 

for whom we have an email address on file. 

 

To unsubscribe to the hardcopy version, please send an email to the webmaster asking to be 

included in the newsletter mailing list   .  

 

Next Club Next Club Next Club Next Club MeetingMeetingMeetingMeeting    

Electronic NewsletterElectronic NewsletterElectronic NewsletterElectronic Newsletter    
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There have been a number of things happening of late: 

• Your committee members have been contributing in many ways to keep the club 

bubbling along, mentoring and keeping bookwork & finances up to date. Many thanks 

gents. 

• Our web site ( www.dac.org.au ) has been revised and is looking great – well done 

Michael. 

• We’ve set Sunday 9/12 as the date for our Christmas gathering at the club. 

• We’re encouraging members to get their newsletters via email – to save trees, production 

and postage costs – and to see those great photos in colour. 

• We’re in communication with the council regarding possibly flattening the strip and 

control line circle, and have made preliminary enquiries regarding the building of some 

solid roof shade structures for the pits and control line area. 

• Some 3 flyers attained their Bronze Wings – congratulations to you and thanks to those 

who encouraged, instructed and tested them. 

• We have some 5 new members on board – a big welcome to you all. 

• Patrick K has become a member of the elite “Joy Ride” brigade by joining the mowing 

roster – thanks Patrick.  Special thanks to Bill O, who recently retired from this role, for 

his contribution over a considerable period.  Thanks also to all of our other volunteers. 

• The mower had a visit to the Mower doctor and has been proclaimed healthy – and ready 

for at least one additional volunteer  (Please contact Cliff or me.) 

• We have 10 new hooks for “frequency” keys for 2.4GHz sets. 

• Our Members have been in competitions and very successful – here and overseas – more 

info at our club meeting – on Monday 19/11. 

• Daylight savings started and Internal Combustion lads can now start earlier on Sundays. 

• There’s been lots of flying – by lots of members – with a huge range of planes. 

  

There are many ways members can contribute and they all help to make DAC great. 

• Keeping the grounds, kitchen and clubhouse clean – and emptying the rubbish. 

• Using and emptying and the ashtray tin. 

• Keeping the Charger bench and tables uncluttered and being able to be shared.  

• Mentoring newer members – in gear and plane selection, set-up, safety and flying. 

• Setting a good example in safe flying and maintaining wide safety parameters. 

• Ensuring an excellent relationship with the public and our neighbours. 

• Simply coming along and sharing the joy of flying, the things that you’ve learned and the 

camaraderie of the group. 

 

If you are leaving the field and you have a key – check that those behind have one.  If not, 

lock the clubrooms.  If you find yourself last there without a key, RING someone, even if it 

has to be from home.  Phone numbers are on the notice board on the mowing roster. 

 

Finally -  a special note to all new members – and to not so new members who are trying out 

new gear.  It is a club requirement that all new planes are checked over by an experienced 

President’s ReportPresident’s ReportPresident’s ReportPresident’s Report    
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member, to ensure they are airworthy and you must not fly planes which are beyond your 

current abilities.  This is to ensure everyone’s safety and to avoid crashes – particularly in 

neighbouring properties,  which could put at risk our ongoing use of the field. 

 

This really is important – so if you need assistance – ASK, and if you see someone who 

appears to need assistance – OFFER.  It is EVERYONE’S responsibility to ensure we retain 

the use of our field – no excuses.  (Safety – Think it – Talk it – Fly it.) 

 

Cheers – Ian Pullar 

  

 

HumourHumourHumourHumour    

 

Recent great lines: 

 

One of our members, who is in the health industry, was complaining he had to work on a 

weekend and so couldn’t fly.  Afterwards I asked “How may lives did you save and was it 

worth it?”  His instant response was “Eleven – and no”.   

  

Member: “I’ve tried absolutely everything but I can’t get Solarfilm to stick to my tailplane.”   

Me: “What was the first thing you did after removing the backing sheet?” 

Member: “Er.. Solarfilm has a backing sheet???” 

  

I’d asked one of the committee members to take charge of the organisation of the weather 

conditions.  I pointed out that a recent weekend had been lousy and he replied, “Don’t look at 

me – I’m only the distributor – not the supplier!”  I think the problem is he thinks we need the 

weather all at once. 
 
 

 

Christmas Party 2007Christmas Party 2007Christmas Party 2007Christmas Party 2007    

 
 

Block off the 9
th
 of December in your calendar!!!! 

 
We will be having the DAC Christmas Party on this date.  All are welcome to come along and 

have a bite to eat.  Yes… you are also allowed to fly.  Actually, Sunday will be a free for all 

flight day.  Bring whatever you want that flies (as long as it is within the club rules).  

However, as this will be a club party, no crashes will be tolerated. 

 

Hope to see you all there!! 

 

The Committee 
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Stan’s CornerStan’s CornerStan’s CornerStan’s Corner    
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Pattern AerobaticsPattern AerobaticsPattern AerobaticsPattern Aerobatics    

By:  Fernando Monge 

 

 
Front row (left to right): Cliff McIver, David Law; Back row (left to right):  Fernando Monge, Dennis 

Travassaros, Rob Clarke and David Gibbs. 

 

While everybody was probably at the OS day at P&DARCS, the Pattern Team went down to 

Nepean to maintain the Club’s name up high on Sunday, November 11, 2007.  The 

competition did not bring around the large number of flyers that Victoria has been used to 

getting lately, but the Doncaster Team managed a very good result with 6 of the 10 pilots on 

Sunday being from our club.  We had a magnificent day with some very leisurely and friendly 

flying.  We started right after 9:00 a.m. stopped for a minute of silence at 11:00 a.m. and had 

finished all four rounds by 4:30 p.m.  The host club at Nepean once again outdid themselves 

with some wonderful sausages and burgers. 

 

For those of you who are interested in getting into the competition scene, contact any of the 

pattern people at the field and ask them for some tips.  It is actually a very relaxing 

environment and there is really no pressure at all.  Give it a try!  It is a lot of fun!!  

 

Our next pattern competition is at P&DARCS on December 2, 2007.  Start is at 9:00 a.m. 

sharp.  Be there at 8:30 a.m. 
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By Michael Best 

 

It’s here at last, after considerable effort the new DAC web site is up and running.  Many 

thanks to David Gibbs for all his effort and contents he has done over the last couple of years.  

Without David’s contribution I would have had a lot of blank pages. 

 

The web site still needs some pages to be reformatted which will be done over the next couple 

of months, indicated with a red *.  The site consists of over 1200 files and 3900 hyperlinks, so 

as you can see it is not a small task.  
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The screen shot above shows the main home page with tab buttons across the top that link to 

related pages.  The navigation buttons on the left hand side gives you quick access to the other 

topic areas.  You will find some of the navigation buttons may cover the same topic area for 

immediate access to the requested page.  

 

DAC Web SiteDAC Web SiteDAC Web SiteDAC Web Site updated updated updated updated    
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The DAC web page can be found at http://www.dac.org.au.  In the first two weeks the site had 

over 300 visitors and 1000 pages viewed.   

 

If you find any problems with broken links, typos, spelling, grammar, etc or any constructive 

feedback please don’t hesitate to contact me via email  . 

 

 

 

For more details and the latest updates to the event calendar go to VMAA web site at 

http://www.vmaa.com.au/content/events/events.php 

 
 

  RC Glider  

Nov  3 Scale AeroTow                                   Briggs Field ‘Scalies’ 

 4 Thermal League # 3                                  Bendigo BSA 

 11 VARMS Training 10 am /VARMS Trophy 1 pm VARMS 

 18 RCGA F3B League # 3                     Diggers Rest RCGA 

 24-25 Scale AeroTow                               BSA/VARMS Bendigo 

 25 VARMS Training (10 am) and 

Electric Glider FunFly (1 pm)            Briggs Field 

 

VARMS 

Dec 1 Scale AeroTow                                   Briggs Field ‘Scalies’ 

 9 VARMS Training 10 am /VARMS Trophy 1 pm VARMS 

 16 Thermal League # 4                           Diggers Rest RCGA 

 27 MAAA Nationals begin                 Perth WA area  

  RC Power  

Nov 3-4 Display weekend                    Mannerim, Geelong GMAA 

 10-11 Sportscale Round 9 & Scale Rally             Albury TCMAC 

 11 F3A Aerobatics                               Rosebud West NMAA 

 17-18 Wet & Dry fly-in… float planes!    Latobe Valley LVMAC 

 17-18 Victorian State Champs: Helicopter      at the St 

Leonard’s College, Riverend Rd, Bangholme 

 

MRCHC 

 24-25 Pylon Racing                Fernbank, near Bairnsdale  

 24-25 Annual Display weekend                        Hamilton HMAC 

 25 Scale Rally                                      Rosebud West NMAA 

Dec 2 F3A Aerobatics                                     Pakenham P&DARC

S 

 16 Jets at Mangalore. Details, see VJAA SIG below  

 27 MAAA Nationals begin                 Perth WA area  

  Control Line  

Dec 9 FAI Teamrace, Goodyear, Mini G/oodyear,  

FAI & Combined Speed 

 

CLAMF 
 

 
 

 

 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events    



 

DAC - Nov 2007  Page 9 of 14 

The Torque Roll    

1.1.1 What it is: 

Plane "hovers" vertically in place, rotating left around its roll axis. 

1.1.2 CAP set-up: 

Full 3D throws in elevator and rudder are a must. An aft CG helps a little also. Some 
flyers will run their CG back to make this manoeuvre easier without gyros. But gyros 

provide the best aid to stabilize the aircraft- they won't do 
the manoeuvre for you, but they'll help. The pros will also 
tell you to add 3/4 degree of upthrust to your engine. This 
helps keep your CAP from falling forward in the Torque 
Roll, and it'll fly straighter up lines in non-3D 
manoeuvres, too. 

With a little aft CG, gyros and upthrust, you'll find your 
plane will be set-up best so you can concentrate on 
attitude recognition. Naturally, you'll need lots of power 
for this one: A Saito 150 is fine when propped with an 

APC 16x8. Heli 30% fuel is also a good option. 

1.1.3 How to do it: 

Fly low along the ground at low throttle, and gently add power with up elevator to 
bring the plane into a vertical position. Some flyers add a little left aileron to get the 
roll motion started. Add throttle to keep the nose pointed up and make corrections 
with rudder and elevator to keep things straight. 

1.1.4 Trickiest part: 

Recognizing your correction when the plane's belly is toward you. (Tip: Think push 
the rudder toward the low wing when the belly is toward you.) You have to be fast 
with throttle corrections. Most flyers add "bursts" of power, along with 
rudder/elevator corrections. If you simply hold full throttle, you'll climb out of the 
manoeuvre. 

1.1.5 Recovery:  Fly out at full throttle. 

1.1.6 Worst way to mess up: 

An unreliable engine. Torque rolls are tough on engines because they're running at 
near-peak power with only prop-induced airflow over the head. Some flyers open up 
the CAP's lower exhaust hole for adequate cooling on hot days. 

3D With Mike McConville3D With Mike McConville3D With Mike McConville3D With Mike McConville    
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Flying the snaps    

Ok, Snaps don't qualify as "3D", but let's briefly discuss some techniques that I think 
you'll find helpful. When you fly aerobatics with a larger model like the Extra 330L, 
you'll find that it'll do everything just like your smaller model….only better and easier. 
There are just a couple of exceptions to how you do things. One is throttle 
management- it's a must. Just like full-scale planes, you have to throttle back to idle 
when the nose is pointed down. Another is snap rolling. 

Larger aerobatic airplanes need to be snapped like a full scale, too. Don't feel bad if 
this seems like a big "What are you talking about?" to you. It took me quite a while to 
figure this out. Let's back up to how we all learned to do a snap roll. If it's an inside 
(positive) snap, we pull the sticks into the corner, i.e. full up, full aileron, and full 
rudder in the same direction as aileron. When we want to stop snapping, we release 
the controls. For smaller models, this technique not only works, but is normally the 
only way to get the plane to snap. In a full-scale aerobatic plane, as well as with large 
models, snaps are different- particularly on the new breed of aerobatic birds like the 
Extra 330L, which have large control surfaces. 

For these planes, the trick is to "unload the snaps. "How do you do that? Well, you 
start a snap roll the same as you would with a smaller model. Pull full up, full rudder, 
and aileron in the same direction. But as soon as the sticks reach the corners, 
neutralize the elevator while keeping the rudder and ailerons at full deflection. When 
you do this correctly, the Extra will not get "deep" into snaps. This allows it to keep 
more airspeed as it exits the snap, so it stops snapping where you what it to and flies 
out with more air speed. You'll also find that it will be a lot easier to exit a snap 
heading the same direction you were when you entered it. It'll take a little practice to 
get the hang of "flying" the snaps, but I'll bet you'll see a big improvement in the 
quality of your flying 
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We’ve seen some very nice electric Spitfires screaming across the DAC skies.  We are 

hopeful that the owners may come forth with something in writing about these little 

machines! 

 

 

SSSSpitfirepitfirepitfirepitfiressss    
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By: Martin Lui 

 

The Speedy Bee was designed and manufactured by Clancy Aviation and now distributed by 

Hobby People.  The originally designed was for a 25 size gas and required modification to fit 

a battery tray and hatch. 

 

It is a docile flyer with no bad habits. It can 

perform normal aerobatics and is a mid wing 

model, not like the popular cousin Lazy Bee 

which is a flying bus with high wing. 

 

The model was original imported myself in 1997, 

and since then has been rebuilt after a spectacular 

crash when the rubber bands busted.  

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Points of interest: 

1. Fuselage construction all balsa stick and 
covered with Pro-Film; 

2. Wing span 1320mm (52”) built from balsa 

and covered with pearl Pro-Film; 

3. Powered original with a Astro, then Kyosho 
Mayhem and now Axi 2826 with electric 10 x 

7 APC; 

4. 40A opto electric speed controller by Jeti 
using 3S2P 2200mAh LiPo; 

5. Under full power 7000 RPM  (600 Watts); 

6. Cruising at half throttle with 5000mAh Lipo 

can fly for 25 minutes; 

7. Set up as a 4 channel using JR700 receiver 
and mix of servo brands; 

8. All up flying weight 1500g;  
 

It has had a set of floats fitted and has done flying 

displays at the Surrey Lake in Box Hill, Patterson 

Lake and Ruffeys lake.  

 

 

 

 

 

Model ReviewModel ReviewModel ReviewModel Review    –––– Speedy Bee Speedy Bee Speedy Bee Speedy Bee    
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Name Home Work/Mobile W/E Sat W/E Sat W/E Sat W/E Sat 

  Ian Pullar 9428-4365   0425-831-572 17-Nov-07 19-Jan-08 22-Mar-08 24-May-08 

  Cliff McIver 9850-4478   9882-7521 24-Nov-07 26-Jan-08 29-Mar-08 31-May-08 

  Nik Daud 9852-3236   0412-263-883 01-Dec-07 02-Feb-08 05-Apr-08 07-Jun-08 

  Greg Sleeth 9848-6809   9634-4658 08-Dec-07 09-Feb-08 12-Apr-08 14-Jun-08 

  Anthony Peate 9877-8225   9634-4303 15-Dec-07 16-Feb-08 19-Apr-08 21-Jun-08 

  Theo Kyriopoulos 9370-9424   0419-358-659 22-Dec-07 23-Feb-08 26-Apr-08 28-Jun-08 

  Patrick Kearney 9898-1370    29-Dec-07 01-Mar-08 03-May-08 05-Jul-08 

  Grant Collins 9849-1790   0418-872-218 05-Jan-08 08-Mar-08 10-May-08 12-Jul-08 

  Jason Harrigan 9859-4020   0418-309-022 12-Jan-08 15-Mar-08 17-May-08 19-Jul-08 

For up to date mowing roster go to http://www.dac.org.au and click on “Members Info”. 

 

To change a rostered date, organise a swap if possible, or contact Cliff on 9882-7521. 

 

FREE JOY RIDES! Available for anyone who wish to join the Mowing Roster. 

 

The newsletter and the web page rely heavily on club members to write articles and send them 

in.  So we encourage all club members to have ago. You are welcome to place ads for sale of 

your secondhand R/C model aircraft related items in the newsletter. The newsletter is a 

service offered to all club members. 

 

Articles don’t have to be long to be of interest to other members.  It may only take you 10 

minutes to type up.  Just send it via email in plan text or MS Word document format. 

Ppictures are good but try to limit you articles to less than 2MBytes in size.  Always include 

the authors name within the article text. 

 

Fernando Monge  Newsletter Editor    

Michael Best  Webpage Editor & Newsletter Assistant    
 

 
Disclaimer  

Readers should be aware that the content of this newsletter is of a general nature and is not intended to constitute a definitive 

statement on any subject matter and does not constitute legal or specific advice. Formal advice should be obtained before 

acting in any of the areas covered. 

The advice contained in this newsletter is intended as a source of information only. Although precautions have been taken to 

ensure accuracy of the information, the publishers, authors and printers cannot accept responsibility for any claim, loss, 

damage or liability arising out of use of the information published. 

Mowing RosterMowing RosterMowing RosterMowing Roster    

Note from Note from Note from Note from the Editorsthe Editorsthe Editorsthe Editors    
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If undelivered return to: 

Doncaster Aeromodellers Club 

P.O. Box 56 

North Balwyn Vic. 3104 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

DDDDDDDDAAAAAAAACCCCCCCC        CCCCCCCCOOOOOOOOMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMIIIIIIIITTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE        22222222000000000000000077777777////////88888888 

NNNNAMEAMEAMEAME PPPPOSITIONOSITIONOSITIONOSITION CCCCONTACTONTACTONTACTONTACT EEEEMAILMAILMAILMAIL    
Ian Pullar President 03 9428 4365  
Cliff McIver Vice President 03 9850 4478  
Colin Kahn Secretary 0412 566 610  
Graham Kay Treasurer  0403 199 713  
Ian Slack Registrar 03 9489 3001  
Fernando Monge Newsletter Editor    
Michael Best Webpage Editor  

& Newsletter Assistant 
  

Grant Collins Committee Member   
David Gibbs Committee Member   
David Law Committee Member   
James Taylor Committee Member   

More details can be found at http://www.dac.org.au and click on “contact us”. 


