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Monday, 18
h
 of May 2009, 8:00 p.m. at the Club House 

On the agenda: 

• Brief, official stuff. 

• Show and Tell: bring your project along and share. 

• Usual chat, coffee, tea and pizzas!!! 

• NIGHT TIME FLYING  so bring along your RC models and spot lights  
 
Last meeting images go to http://www.dac.org.au and click on “Members Info”. 

 

At the last meeting 

 
Shane O - 1909 Wright Military Flyer 

 
Saj R – Yak 55 

 
Xerxes C flying wing 

 
Michael B Trex450 night flying 

Next Club MeetingNext Club MeetingNext Club MeetingNext Club Meeting    
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President’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s Message 

What happened to global warming?  All of 
a sudden I’m cold and I don’t like it. 
 
Great meeting in April.  We started the 
meeting outside with a discussion about 
fire fighting equipment and Grant 
demonstrating the rechargeable water 
extinguisher.  We then went inside and 
quickly went through the formal stuff, 
including that we agree to give $1000 to 
the Red Cross Bushfire Appeal (since 
done), then on to presentations – being 
Shane Orchard’s scale Wright brothers’ 
military model, and Saj’s Yak – which led 
to with some excellent discussion about 
moving up to bigger electric planes and 
best battery types for powering receivers 
and transmitters.  As the pizzas and garlic 
bread arrived, we went outside for some 
night flying by Cliff, Michael B and 
Xerxes. 
 
Easter treated us well, with excellent 
weather and great flying. 
 
Shelters continue to progress - there are a 
large number of steps in this but we’re 
getting there.  A hole has appeared to the 
east of the shed and at time of writing we 
are seeking to have this filled.  (It could be 
a bunker.) The broadleaf weed is back and 
we’ll be asking the council to spray this. 
We recently received a call from an 
advertising agency which used our field to 
film a Suzuki commercial.  Michael B has 
been working on a couple of projects and I 
anticipate an update on Heli flying 
arrangements shortly. 
 
David Law brought home two first place 
trophies from the Nationals at 
Cootamundra with his Vampire jet and his 

Spitfire.  
Well done 
David - we 
look 
forward to 
hearing 
more about 
this. 
 
We didn’t go into the VMAA trophy this 
year, but understand it was closely 
contested by the four teams with the results 
being VARMS 22 points, Northern 21 
points, P & DARCS 20 points and La 
Trobe 19 points. 
 
We have some new DAC jackets in stock – 
they’re warm and they look great.  $80.  
We may do another run soon, so if what 
we have doesn’t fit you, (several L’s and 
one XL) see me and get your order in. 
 
We are currently awaiting advice of the 
MAAA insurance charges before issuing 
Membership Renewal Notices.  Keep an 
eye out for this and start saving your 
pennies because no renewal = no insurance 
= no flying.  NO exceptions. 
 
There are a lot of people about on the 
weekends and we have to ensure we 
continue with our safe flying practices and 
have all our gear in tip-top shape. 
 
See you at our next meeting on 18 May.  If 
the weather is fine we might try a little 
more night flying. 
 
Special thanks to Stephen Barrow for his 
work on this month’s newsletter. 
 
Fly safe and fly often 
Ian 
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Around the HangerAround the HangerAround the HangerAround the Hanger 

 
Welcome to Around the Hanger, in this 
new column I will be attempting to report 
on what has been happening around the 
field on a monthly basis.  Unfortunately I 
do not get out the field on a regular basis 
and will be relying on you to help out.  
What do I need?  Short emails letting me 
know you flew and some ides of the 
weather, who was there and what was 
flying plus any interesting events would be 
great!  If you are short on time then a 
simple “I flew on Wednesday, calm 
weather 5 flights with my Partenavia, John 
X – passed Bronze Wings” will do.  I will 
then combine all the reports I get into this 
column.  Thanks to those who have already 
responded and please keep the updates 
coming... 
A quick introduction:  I have been flying 
model aircraft for over 20 years now, 
starting out with a .25 3 channel “Happy 
20” high wing trainer on mode 1.  After a 
few IC models of varying abilities and a 
stint pattern flying I changed to mode 2 - 
after a flight on a friend’s mode 2 model I 
changed my radio the same day and never 
looked back.  Soon after I converted to all 
electric flying and, I believe, I flew the 
first EDF jet in Tasmania (Koyosho T-33) 
which is still in use and has flown at the 
DAC field.  My squadron currently 
contains a 1/12 scale Bearcat, Wemotec 
Alpha Jet, Partenavia, F-15 (to be flown), 
Learjet (To be flown) and an A4 partially 
completed.  I have plans to build a V1, 
C130 and Warthog.  I also fly helicopters 
with an Eco 8 and T-Rec.  With Bronze 
wings helicopter and an Instructor rating 
(Aircraft) I enjoy flying whenever I get the 
chance, although this is, unfortunately, 
infrequently at the moment. 
 

From Ryan Wu 
I took the SDModels 35% Extra-260 
powered by DL-100cc out to fly with a 
friend of mine at the South Eastern Model 
Aircraft Club last weekend (18/19 April). 
We managed to put 5 flights on the Extra 
and another 7 flights on his Hangar-9 
Showtime 4D. The plane flew "awesome" 
and the Hitec HS7955TG servos were 
super fast. The DL-100 still need breaking-
in but I still made sure to touch the rudder 

on the ground 
torque-rolling on 
the fourth flight to 
make sure we come 
home with proof of 
"battle scar" which 
I am sure Theo will 
be thrilled when he 
sees it! 

My friend’s Hangar-9 Showtime 4D with a 
converted trimmer motor had unlimited 
vertical performance - it was the most fun 
aircraft I've 
flown in a long 
time. Too bad 
the plane is 
now 
discontinued 
by Horizon Hobby, if anyone knows of one 
for sale in Australia please let me know. 
I just want to thank the people from 
SEMAC for making me feel at home as a 
visiting pilot and for a great flying 
atmosphere - that's what this hobby is all 
about! 
Lastly, I just want to thanks Theo from 
Pascoe Hobby Centre for his generosity by 
lending me the plane - What a Champ! 
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Model Diesel EnginesModel Diesel EnginesModel Diesel EnginesModel Diesel Engines 

 
By Ian Carter 
Model diesel engines are distinguished by 
a screw thread compression lever located 
where you might normally expect to see a 
glow plug. They usually leave a  black 
exhaust residue down the side of the model 
associated with a strong smell. 
You don’t see many model diesel engines 
around nowadays. Frankly, it’s hard to find 
many good practical reasons for using 
them as the glow plug type have become 
so firmly entrenched. Yet I still have 
several dozen diesels including one 
regularly flown in an “old timer” vintage 
R/C model. 
One of the difficulties has been in 
obtaining fuel which basically consists of 
equal parts of Ether, Kerosene and Castor 
Oil. The ether is the problem as you’ll find 
out if you ask for some at your local 
pharmacy. It would seem that illicit drug 
producers use this product so you’ll get a 
very reserved response from the chemist. 
Commercially mixed fuel has been 
difficult to obtain due to the low demand 
as well as restrictions on packaging, 
transport and storage.   
The saving grace has been that there are 
certain categories of models within the 
control line and free flight groups where 
diesel engines are still favoured for Team 
Racing, Combat and Free Flight . These 
groups often have a member who has 
contacts to obtain the right ingredients. 
So why was there an interest in diesels in 
the first place? You need to appreciate that 
they first appeared in England and Europe 
just prior to the Second World War. The 
only other power option for model aircraft 
was the spark ignition petrol engine which 
was big, heavy and expensive.  
The diesels didn’t need ignition coils, 
condensers, batteries, points etc.  They 
could be smaller and simpler. Typically a 

large diesel might be only 3.1 cc (.19 cu. 
inch) while a small one would be around 
0.8 cc (.049 cu. inch)  Developments after 
the War and into the 1950s saw diesels as 
large as 10cc (.61 cu inch) and as small as 
the “Bambi” of 0.15 cc (.010 cu inch) 
With the introduction of the glow plug by 
Ray Arden in 1947, the U.S.A. 
manufacturers were able to offer an 
alternative to the small diesel. The glow 
plug type tended to be lighter and higher 
revving, where as the diesel was a little 
heavier but had the ability to turn a 
relatively large propeller while producing 
its power at lower revs.  Of course, you 
had to carry a battery and wire leads to 
start the glow engine while the diesel was 
completely self contained. A small squeeze 
bottle of fuel was all that was needed since 
kerosene has a much higher calorific value 
than methanol, and a little fuel went a long 
way, especially with the smaller capacity 
motors. 
When you compare the model diesel 
engine with its glow plug equivalent, it’s 
interesting to note that they are both 
“compression ignition” types. The glow 
engine compresses its fuel air mixture 
about 9:1 and in doing so raises its 
temperature to a point where the catalytic 
action of the hot glow plug causes ignition.   
The diesel compresses its mixture about 
18:1 (hence the need for a more robust 
engine) and the combination of 
temperature rise and the volatile ether 
causes ignition. Rotating the compression 
screw on the cylinder head will vary the 
compression ratio and hence affect the 
point of ignition ( timing ).    So, you need 
to develop a feel and an ear for the starting 
and running settings. Of course the fuel/air 
mixture still has to be set by the needle 
valve as you would do for a glow plug 
type. 
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 Details of photos of Diesels: 
Many of these engines were manufactured 
between 1950 and 1965.  There were no 
silencer regulations in those times and so 
there was often no provision for fitting 
one. Furthermore, few were fitted with 
throttles since most of the engines ran at 
full speed until the fuel tank ran dry or the 
fuel supply was cut off by a timer. 
All modellers from that era will remember 
the British Mills series of engines. 
Versions included 2.4 cc, 1.3cc and 0.75 
cc.  They all had their own integral fuel 
tank and used side port induction. This 
contributed to a relatively modest power 
output but gave them a consistent first flick 
start capability. They’re still a firm 
favourite with free flight modellers to this 
day, particularly the 0.75 which dates back 
to 1948. 
They say that copying is the best form of 
flattery and that must certainly be the case 
with the Mills. When they stopped 
production in England the dies were 
bought by Aurora in Calcutta, India where 
the engines are still made. Early Indian 
models were of indifferent quality but that 
has improved with time. 
Other production runs were made in 
Australia in 1972  by Ivor F and Gordon 
Burford ( called the “Doonside Mills”). In 
the 1980s there were English replicas made 
by Irvine Engines using modern materials 
and equipment (probably the best of all the 
replicas) and in the 1990s the Russians 
produced their versions which included 
scaled down models to 0.4cc and 0.25cc. 
The English Davis Charlton “Bambi” was 
mentioned earlier. It was the smallest 
production model diesel in the world at 
0.15 cc (.010 cu. inch). As such it 
demanded very close manufacturing 
tolerances and this was reflected in its 
price of 108 shillings in 1954 which was 
more than double the price of their base-
line “Merlin”. 
The Davis Charlton “Dart” has a capacity 
of 0.5 cc (.030 cu inches) and along with 
the Mills .75 is still very popular with free 
flight modellers. 

Electronic Developments of Surrey in 
England had a range of diesels as well as a 
line of early radio control equipment. They 
produced engines from 1946 in sizes from 
0.46 cc (E.D.“Baby”) to 10cc 
(E.D.“Condor”).  In 1962 they announced 
that sales of their E.D. “Bee” of 1.0 cc had 
reached a total of 300,000 . This sounds 
impressive but is not in the same league as 
the Cox glow plug engines in the U.S.A. 
which were coming out in excess of a 
million units per year. Actually, I never 
had any success in starting a MK 1  
E.D.“Bee”. I hope that the other 299,999 
customers did better.   
2 ½ cc was a popular class for 
competitions and E.D had a very 
successful 2.46cc “Racer” with rear rotary 
valve induction. It had a distinctive black 
crankcase and red anodised cylinder fins 
and prop nut .  Production ran from 1950 
to 1969 which is a good measure of it 
popularity. 
Other notable English manufactures with a 
wide range of diesels were FROG and 
Allen Mercury (A.M.). The latter were 
developed by Dennis Allen who later 
designed the highly regarded Merco .61 
glow plug R/C engine. Subsequently his 
company Allen Engineering ( A.E.) 
produced some small diesels in the early 
1990s.  
The Progress Aero Works ( P.A.W.) of 
Macclesfield, England is perhaps the most 
successful in terms of having been in the 
business since 1950 and still operating 
today.  The company is run by a father/son 
team of Gig and Anthony Eifflaender. 
They have an extensive range of engines 
that are reliable, robust and perform well. 
If there is to be any criticism then it is only 
that of external appearance which is a little 
square and plain when compared to the 
products of the modern mass producers 
such as O.S. etc.  Most of the P.A.W.s  
incorporate a compact transverse muffler 
across the rear of the cylinder as well as an 
R/C carburettor.  All that I’ve handled start 
readily, give good power and throttle 
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reliably. I’ve yet to wear one out or break 
it. 
In South Australia, Gordon Burford 
developed an impressive range of model 
engines and many of these were diesels. 
His early versions were marketed as 
“Sabre” engines but after a legal challenge 
the name was changed to “Taipan”. ( It 
appears that North American Aviation felt 
that it had exclusive rights to the name 
“Sabre” for its full size F86.)   
Gordon’s engines had a wide market 
within Australia and gained a reputation 
around the world for design and quality 
until our exchange rate and labour costs 
made them uneconomic to produce. 
As mentioned earlier, the small glow plug 
type of engine was developed in the U.S.A. 
where it found more favour than the diesel. 
However, there was a market  for diesels 
such as the O.K. Cubs made by Herkimer 
Tool & Model Works in New York and 
McCoy in California. 
L.M. Cox manufactured engines which 
were predominantly glow plug. However 

there was an after- market conversion 
option offered by Davis Diesel 
Development which saw a number of the 
“Baby Bee .049s” changed to diesel 
operation. (Just about every kid owned a 
Cox .049 Baby Bee at some stage or other 
during the 1960s and 1970s).  There was a 
down side to this as the glow engines were 
not as robust as the diesels and it was 
relatively easy to sheer a crank pin or bend 
a conrod with this conversion. Cox already 
had a strengthened crank shaft in their high 
performance “Killer Bee” so this was 
recommended as part of the diesel 
conversion. 
If you wish to give a diesel a try, you’ll 
find that there are a number of them in 
production and available through hobby 
stores.  If you’re particularly looking for 
diesels from the 1950s and 60s you’ll find 
a good source on e-bay where they are 
listed separately from other categories of 
engines i.e. model engines / diesels. 
However, you might be surprised by the 
asking prices. 

 
Australian Taipan 1.5cc from 

the 1960s 

 
D.C. Bambi 0.15 cc (1954) 

 
D.C. Bambi 0.15 cc (1954) 

 
Current production P.A.W.s   

0.8cc and 0.5cc with throttle 

& muffler 

 
P.A.W. 1.5 cc with muffler 

and throttle in 48 inch span 

R/C model 

 
E.D. Bees 1.0cc Mk2 and 

0.5cc Mk1 (reproduction) 

from late 1950s 

 
Jenna 1.0 cc (1959) Side port 

induction 

 
Australian Taipan 2.5cc 

(marine) with flywheel and 

water cooled head. 

 
Enya 1.0cc (.061 cu in) 1962 

with muffler and throttle 
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049 cu in (0.8cc) Baby Bee 

with Davis Diesel Head 

 
Taplin Twin 7.0 cc (1959) 

utilising bits from E.D. 3.5 cc 

 
Modern M.P. Jet 1.0cc (?) 

 
Frog “Viabramatic” 1.49cc 

(1955) with rear spring valve 

induction 

 
Modern A.E.s 0.5cc and 

0.2cc 

 
Frog 50  (0.5cc) 1953 with 

20 cent coin 

 

Stan’s CornerStan’s CornerStan’s CornerStan’s Corner 

 

 

 

When a prang seems inevitable, endeavour to strike the softest, cheapest 
object in the vicinity, as slowly and gently as possible.  

Advice given to RAF pilots during W.W.II 



 

DAC - May 2009  Page 9 of 16 

☺☺☺☺  Just for Fun Just for Fun Just for Fun Just for Fun ☺☺☺☺     
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EclipseCrossword.com  
  
Across 
1. A Russian aircraft 
3. Where our field is 
7. The aircraft parking area 
8. An electric fuel tank 
9. Used by our western neighbours 
12. Another term for wheel pants 
16. A meteorological phenomenon 
17. Goes with Zag 
19. An astral body 
21. 12 months 
23. Carbon-fibre (abbrev) 
24. A scale aerobatic aircraft 
25. Midday 
28. Not early 
29. The "V" in the formula P=VI 
30. An old-timer model 
33. You can fly… after obtaining your bronze wings 
35. David Law's latest aerobatic aircraft 
37. A building aid 
38. Cyanoacrylate (abbrev) 

Down 
2. Frozen water 
4. A type of battery chemistry 
5. An almost indestructible foam 
6. A scale aerobatic aircraft 
10. They provide the aircraft with lift 
11. The "I" in the formula P=VI 
13. World War II fighter 
14. An IC engine part 
15. One of our neighbours 
18. A component of glo-fuel 
20. A dinosaur and small helicopter 
22. The strip for takeoffs and landings 
26. Engine manufacturer 
27. An electric training aircraft 
31. A building material 
32. A control line engine 
34. Edge 
36. International distress signal 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When in doubt, hold on to your altitude. 

No-one has ever collided with the sky. 

What am I? 

I first flew on August 23, 1954. 
Over 2000 of me have been built 
I can land on a carrier without arrestor 
gear. 
I am the most massive aircraft to land on 
a carrier. 
EAM make a 60” span model of me with 
4 x Speed 280 motors. 
I can operate from rough dirt strips. 
I am the prime transport aircraft in the 
West. 
I have 4 engines and am flown by the 
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Unwanted Zero Unwanted Zero Unwanted Zero Unwanted Zero ---- Rejuvenated Rejuvenated Rejuvenated Rejuvenated 

 
A GWS Zero of Michael, passed in at the 
last DAC auction was given to Martin Lui 
with a condition that he had to write an 
article, well here it is! 
 
This unwanted well used GWS Zero of 
Michael’s was passed in at the last DAC 
AGM auction. Michael then gave it away 
to me to rejuvenate. 

 
All foamies can be made new again if you 
keep all the bits. 

 
Materials used: 
One-Time Red Devil filler applied all over. 
Replacement stick motor mount with a 
proper firewall.  I redesigned the battery 
area to accept a bigger Lipo.  Kaiser craft 
paint from Bunnings was rolled on with a 
small roller straight off the tube - note this 
paint strengthens the surface of the plane. I 

made the rudder redundant as it is a waste 
of weight for war birds. 
Power unit: .RcHobbyboy 24S-1260KV 
with a 8x6 3S1300 25 amps Esc. 
Performance: 
Excellent speed and duration with this 
setup was observed. 
The scale colour scheme is taken from the 
snow Zero flown by the famous Sakai in 
the Asian arena in Indonesia and 
Mongolia. 

 
Looks great flying again and “No” 

Michael!  You can't have it back!! ☺ 
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What has been flying at DACWhat has been flying at DACWhat has been flying at DACWhat has been flying at DAC 

 

 
25 April - Braving 60 km/h winds 

 
11 April – John W Scale Electric JetRanger 
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4 April – Grant C Pilauts PC-9 

 

 
4 April – Xeres C Foamy 

 

 

 
4 April – Ivan G 

 

 
19 April David L (Double Aust Champ) 

 

 

 
25 Feb – Control line 

 
29 April – 2

nd
 fastest model on the day 
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Moving up to larger models/batteriesMoving up to larger models/batteriesMoving up to larger models/batteriesMoving up to larger models/batteries 

 
This is a follow up discussion continuing a 
recent meeting discussion  
By Ian Pullar. 
We had some really interesting discussions 
at our March meeting - about power for 
receivers and transmitters and also about 
moving up to larger electric planes.  The 
following is a summary, (plus a couple of 
other hints). 
 

Moving to larger electric planes 
Most of us start with planes of 1 metre to 
1.3 metres, with 3 cell lipos and brushless 
motors drawing no more that 22 amps 
max.  These lend themselves to batteries 
around the 1800 to 2200mah size and 
speed controllers of 30 amps or below. 
Lighter and/or smaller planes are also 
flown, using cells around 800 to 1500mah, 
and drawing less than 18 amps. 
For all of the above it is easy to get 
batteries, motors and speed controllers 
which have plenty of safety margin and so 
are long lasting and safe, and it is safe to 
use the Battery Eliminator Circuit (BEC) 
in your speed controller which allows the 
propulsion battery to also power your 
receiver. 
You can usually trust the stated 
specification of any quality brand of gear, 
but you should still allow a 10 to 20% 
safety margin.  However specifications on 
cheaper brands are less reliable and you 
need to have a 30% safety margin, and be 
prepared to “buy cheap and buy twice” (or 
even thrice!). 
When you try to “scale up” all this to 
bigger planes – it regularly won’t work, or 
it will work but with a high risk of failure 
and it is VERY important that your gear is 
up to meeting these requirements. 
When asking your 3 cell (ie 3S) gear to do 
more, SPEAK TO EXPERIENCED 

MODELLERS before using lots of amps 
or running big servos or lots of servos.  
It astounds me the number of folk who 
don’t measure the amps before they fly and 
thus have no idea if they are over what 
their gear can handle.  There are plenty of 
us with amp-measuring devices at the club, 
simply ask and you will get an avalanche 
of folk willing to assist. 
Moving to a bigger plane with 4S (ie 4 
cells) works but you need to increase your 
safety allowance on all your gear and you 
can’t run as many servos as on 3s, unless 
you use separate UBEC (ie a BEC unit 
separate from the speed controller) or a 
separate receiver battery. This needs to be 
a quality unit. More about this later... 
A COMMON MISTAKE in changing cell 
count is to assume that if a motor is rated 
for (say) 30 amps, it will handle 30 amps 
no matter what the number of cells.  This is 
not true.  Most of the smaller motors show 
their amp ratings at 3S, ie approx 10-11 
volts.  This 30 amps at 11 volts (30 amps x 
11 volts) = 330 watts.  This in fact the real 
rating should be in watts, not amps.  On 4S 
that motor will still only handle about 330 
watts, which on a 4S pack (about 14.67 
volts under load) is 22.5 amps.  (22.5 amps 
x 14.67 volts = 330 watts).  Unfortunately 
this strange way of measuring things is all 
part of the art/science of electrics, so either 
learn about it or ask someone who knows.  
ANOTHER COMMON MISTAKE is to 
forget that your new battery will have a 
higher voltage under load and will cause an 
even higher amp draw – and you burn out 
your motor, as many have done.  Another 
reason to check your volts and amps! 
Moving up to 5S and 6S (or more) power 
units changes things CONSIDERABLY.  
Specifications are harder to rely on, 
sometimes even for the well known brands, 
and you can generally no longer rely on 



 

DAC - May 2009  Page 14 of 16 

any BEC which is integrated into the speed 
controller. 
The discussion at the meeting centred 
around what is the SAFEST method of 
getting power to your receiver in these 
high cell (5S and above) planes. 
Taking into consideration all risks, the 
following comments were made. 
NICKEL-CADMIUM (NiCd, or “NiCad”) 
batteries (soldered or welded as a pack) 
were considered the most reliable.  They 
are robust, they maintain their voltage and 
then begin to drop it in a predictable 
manner as they are running out of charge.  
PROVIDED that you are regularly 
checking the voltage before each flight, 
you can readily ascertain their status and 
thus fly safely.  If the voltage has started to 
drop, stop flying or re-charge.  They do not 
often collapse without warning, they 
generally  age gradually and it will become 
obvious and they can be retired and the 
WHOLE PACK replaced.  A 4 cell NiCad 
pack is fine for most applications.  5 cell 
packs may not work with some servos and 
actually discharge faster than 4 cell packs. 
Problems with “memory effect” can be 
reduced with occasional cycling 
(discharging and slow re-charging). 
NICKEL-METAL HYDRIDE (NiMH) 
batteries (soldered or welded as a pack) 
were considered less reliable.  Although 
they have more capacity for their weight 
and supposedly do not suffer much from 
“memory effect”, they are not as robust.  
They maintain their voltage but then 
suddenly drop it at the end, giving less 
warning.  So a pack may appear healthy 
but die in flight.  The capacity of the cells 
may diminish over time, and they often 
discharge easily at rest as they get older, 
even overnight and so must be charged on 
flight day.  Also, cells can stop working 
without notice, even if relatively new.  If 
you are running NiMH cells, keep a very 

close eye on their voltage and physical 
state and retire them if you have any 
suspicions about their health. 
UBECs attached to propulsion batteries (to 
give power to receiver without needing a 
separate receiver battery, but not being a 
part of the speed controller) are great when 
they work because you don’t have to keep 
an eye on the receiver battery, but they are 
reliant on your propulsion battery not 
failing, and none of the various 
components in any of your propulsion 
system or UBEC failing.  Because you 
may be pushing your propulsion 
components to their limits, these may fail 
and stop your receiver as well. In short, 
when they fail, they fail dramatically.   
Stand alone LIPO receiver batteries (with 
UBECs or similar regulators to convert the 
voltages required for you receiver) rely on 
(a) you ensuring your battery charge is 
maintained and (b) none of the many 
components failing. 
In short then – the stand-alone NiCad 
receiver pack was considered the most 
reliable. 
 

TRANSMITTER BATTERIES 

There are 3 alternatives – NiCad packs, 
NiMh packs and Lipo packs. 
Similar to the above, although NiCad 
packs generally have less capacity than a 
NiMh packs, NiCad packs are more robust 
and predictable.  With this in mind, I’ve 
stuck with the NiCads. 
You can now buy Lipo transmitter packs, 
however SOME manufacturers recommend 
against them and the “low voltage 
warning” on your transmitter may not 
equate to the low voltage danger point of 
your cells. 
 

IF YOU DON’T UNDERSTAND SOME 

OF THIS, ASK.   
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Mowing RosterMowing RosterMowing RosterMowing Roster 

 

Name Home Work/Mobile W/E Sat W/E Sat W/E Sat W/E Sat 

  Ian Pullar 9428-4365   0425-831-572  6-Jun-09 8-Aug-09 10-Oct-09 

  Cliff McIver 9850-4478   9882-7521  13-Jun-09 15-Aug-09 17-Oct-09 

  Nik Daud 9852-3236   0412-263-883  20-Jun-09 22-Aug-09 24-Oct-09 

  Greg Sleeth 9848-6809   9634-4658  27-Jun-09 29-Aug-09 31-Oct-09 

  Saj Rahman    0438-007-795 2-May-09 4-Jul-09 5-Sep-09 7-Nov-09 

  Allan Swift    0407-857-482 9-May-09 11-Jul-09 12-Sep-09 14-Nov-09 

  Patrick Kearney 9898-1370    16-May-09 18-Jul-09 19-Sep-09 21-Nov-09 

  Grant Collins 9849-1790   0418-872-218 23-May-09 25-Jul-09 26-Sep-09 28-Nov-09 

  Jason Harrigan 9859-4020   0418-309-022 30-May-09 1-Aug-09 3-Oct-09 5-Dec-09 

For up to date mowing roster go to http://www.dac.org.au and click on “Members Info”. 
 
To change a rostered date, organise a swap if possible, or contact Cliff on 9882-7521. 
 
FREE JOY RIDES! Available for anyone who wishes to join the Mowing Roster. 
 

Note from the EditorsNote from the EditorsNote from the EditorsNote from the Editors 

 
The newsletter and the web page rely heavily on club members to write articles and send them 
in.  So we encourage all club members to have a go. You are welcome to place ads for sale of 
your secondhand R/C model aircraft related items in the newsletter. The newsletter is a 
service offered to all club members. 
Articles don’t have to be long to be of interest to other members.  It may only take you 10 
minutes to type up.  Just send it via email in plan text or MS Word document format. Pictures 
are good but try to limit you articles to less than 2MBytes in size.  Always include the 
author’s name and the event date within the article text. 
 

Don’t need a paper copy? Let us know we could save a tree! 
 
Stephen Barrow  Newsletter Editor   e d i t @dac.org.au 
Michael Best  Webpage Editor & Newsletter Assistant  w e b @dac.org.au 
 
 
Disclaimer  

Readers should be aware that the content of this newsletter is of a general nature and is not intended to constitute a definitive 
statement on any subject matter and does not constitute legal or specific advice. Formal advice should be obtained before 
acting in any of the areas covered. 
The advice contained in this newsletter is intended as a source of information only. Although precautions have been taken to 
ensure accuracy of the information, the publishers, authors and printers cannot accept responsibility for any claim, loss, 
damage or liability arising out of use of the information published. 
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If undelivered return to: 
Doncaster Aeromodellers Club 
P.O. Box 56 

North Balwyn Vic. 3104 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

DDDDDDDDAAAAAAAACCCCCCCC        CCCCCCCCOOOOOOOONNNNNNNNTTTTTTTTAAAAAAAACCCCCCCCTTTTTTTTSSSSSSSS        22222222000000000000000088888888////////99999999 

NNNNAMEAMEAMEAME PPPPOSITIONOSITIONOSITIONOSITION CCCCONTACTONTACTONTACTONTACT EEEEMAILMAILMAILMAIL    
Ian Pullar President 03 9428 4365 pres @ dac.org.au 

Cliff McIver Vice President 03 9850 4478 vice @ dac.org.au 

James Taylor Secretary  secr @ dac.org.au 

Douglas Rochlin Treasurer  0412 088 886 treas @ dac.org.au 

Michael Best Registrar  reg @ dac.org.au 

Stephen Barrow Newsletter Editor   edit @ dac.org.au 

Michael Best Webpage Editor  
& Newsletter Assistant 

 web @ dac.org.au 

Grant Collins Committee Member   

David Gibbs Committee Member   

David Law Committee Member   

Colin Kahn Committee Member   

Fernando Monge Committee Member   

Allan Swift Committee Member   

More details can be found at http://www.dac.org.au and click on “Contact Us”. 


