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Club Calendar 
Monday, June 7 Club meeting – Clubhouse 8PM 
Monday, July 19 Club meeting AGM & Auction– Clubhouse 8PM 
Monday, September 20 Club meeting – Clubhouse 8PM 
Monday, November 15 Club meeting – Clubhouse 8PM 
Sunday, December 12 Christmas Fun Fly & BBQ 
 

Competition Results 

VMAA Trophy 

Doncaster Aeromodellers -- taking it to 4 in a row with a win on April 3 and 4, 2004 to follow the 
Hat Trick of wins in 2001, 2002 and 2003!  

 
Team Manager (Cliff McIver) with the trophy and other Sunday winners -- from the left: Daniel 

Travassaros, David Gibbs, Kevin Fryer, Graham Kay, Cliff McIver, Boz Student, Anthony Peate, 
Graham Scott (VMAA Contest Director) -- Noel Whitehead absent. 

Over the 9 events, the results for the top 6 count -- and this year we managed 1st place in two 
events, 2nd in three events, and 3rd in a further two.  There were many highlights as always. so let 
me touch on them with the results: 

• ARF Scale Aerobatics -- 1st place to 
Daniel Travassaros.  a great effort by 
Daniel at only 14 years old, and a g
advance on his second from lat Year 
Fun F

oo

• ly -- 1st place to Cliff McIver.   

• 
h

• 
titor on

• nd place to Boz Student.  Boz's steady and unflappable style delivers 

• Duration -- 3rd  place to Kevin Fryer.  Another strong performance for a good 

d 

 

 

 

Despits many concerted efforts to beat
him, Cliff remains King of this event! 
Club Racing -- 2nd place to Graham 
Kay.  This was a real fight to the finis
and an excellent effort by Graham 
given a relative lack of practice!! 
Fun Scale -- 2nd place to Noel 
Whitehead.  Our regular compe
a world scale delivered another very 
strong performance. 
Musical Landings -- 2
yet again! 
Old Timer 
placing in this event 
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• Seven Cell Glider -- 3rd  place to Anthony Peate.  This was Anthony's first appearance for 
us and an excellent first up result. 

• Most Unusual Model -- 5th place to David Gibbs and Cliff McIver.  Next time we might test 
fly first!  Thankyou to David Nobes for the loan of his hovercraft. 

• Thermal Soaring -- Did not compete. 

The overall club placings were to: 

• 1st Place -- Doncaster  
• 2nd Place -- Northern  
• 3rd Place -- Lilydale  
• 4th Place -- Tie between Pakenham and MARCS  
• 5th Place -- VARMS  

VMAA Trophy 2004 -- Photo Gallery  

 
Some of the Doncaster team and support 

neatly lined up . . .  
 

. . . and in more normal pose.  
 

Boz, Cliff, Graham and Anthony (back on 
right) modelling DAC clothing  

 
Fun Scale -- Noel Whitehead and his 

CA25 -- Winjeel  

 
ARF Scale Aerobatics -- Dennis and 

Daniel with the Giles  
 

Cliff and Daniel with the Fun Fly  

 
Graham and Cliff with the Club Racer  

 
Cliff and Kevin with the Old Timer   

Boz and Cliff with the Musical Landings 
model  
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Hovercraft ready to go as part of Most 

Unusual Model  
 

Old Timer competition in progress  
 

The 7-Cell glider team warming up  

Congratulations to all who competed and to the VMAA for organising a great event. 

Let's make it five in row in 2005! 

David Gibbs 

F3A Aerobatics 

2004 Results 

• Victorian State Championships (Bendigo, May 2004) -- John Brann, David Gibbs, Rob 
Clarke, and Fernando Monge came 4th, 6th, 8th and 10th respectively in a very 
competitive and close competition.  There were no entries in other categories. 

• Australian Masters (Shepparton, April 2004) -- Paul Marlan, 4th in F3A; John Brann, 2nd 
in Expert, Fernando Monge and Rob Clarke further down the field in Expert. 

• Geelong (March 2004) -- Paul Marlan, 4th in F3A; John Brann, 1st in Expert; Fernando 
Monge, 2nd in Expert; Rob Clarke, 7th in Expert; Stuart Davies, 4th in Advanced 

• Nepean (March 2004) -- Blown out (too windy) 
• Ballarat (February 2004) -- Paul Marlan, 2nd in F3A; John Brann, 1st in Expert; 

Fernando Monge, 3rd in Expert, Rob Clarke and David Gibbs further down the list in 
Expert; Stuart Davies, 2nd in Advanced 

 
 

Editor’s Outlook – Unnatural Manoeuvre 
Like most sports aeromodelling will always present a challenge.  Whether you’re trying to master 
building techniques, flying techniques or the process of imbuing knowledge to others. 
 
I’ve been through the stresseses of learning to fly, the pain of a losing models and the paranoid 
graduation from one model type to the next. 
 
It took me about a year to gain the confidence to experiment.  I’ve gained the confidence to screw 
around (albeit at great height).  Thought I’d impart the scariest and most unnatural manoeuvre I’ve 
attempted. 
 
The sportsman pattern is for the most part straight forward.  I don’t regard myself as skilled enough 
to fly the complete pattern but I’ve tinkered with the individual manoeuvres.  The worst part is 
“outside loop from the top”.  This doesn’t sound scary at first, but wait there’s more to it than you’d 
think. 
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To enter the manoeuvre climb to a decent height and fly straight down the field.  So far so good.  
Throttle back to idle.  Still OK.  Now apply and hold down elevator.  Panic will set in as your 
model accelerates towards the earth with the throttle cut.  When you’re model is vertical and 
pointed squarly at the earth you’re at a confidence checkpoint.  Do you TRUST the model to 
continue the loop and not roll out?  The model had better be flying straight.  A couple of times I 
didn’t; applying up elevator and levelling out.  Finally I plucked up the courage to hold down 
elevator.  The model will continue the outside loop until it is level at the bottom.  Breathe now.  
Collect your thoughts (quickly!).  Throttle up baby – please!, we’re not high now and still inverted.  
Hold the down elevator until your model is heading away from the earth.  This is the perfect 
opportunity to correct angle prior to the final quarter loop to level out at maximum height. 

 

Apply down 
elevator 

Exit Line, 
upright Entry Path, 

upright 

Ease off throttle 
and elevator 

Panic Region, 
Throttle idle 

Get it 
square Get it square, 

climb 

Breathe! 
Throttle Max! Trust? 

Model Destruction 

Honestly, forget about doing the manoeuvre well the first 10 times.  Concentrate on doing it without 
embedding your model in the ground.  It’s a butt clenching exercise.  Highly unnatural, never seen a 
full sized aircraft do that!!! 
 
Brandon Lappin 
 

Presidents Testimonial 

Hearty congratulations to all who contributed to the fourth consecutive VMAA Trophy win.  And 
special thanks to Cliff McIver for his untiring efforts in pulling the team together and leading it 
through the two days of competition.   Some thoughts on individual contributions can be found 
under the Competitions/VMAA section of the web site.  It is a privilege to be President of a Club 
with such depth of talent across such a wide range of activities.  Let's make it 5 in a row in 2005! 

Other than some sporadic flying and model building, much of my recent effort has been in working 
with the Committee on upgrading the Club Rules. This is a major task, the output of which should 
be ready for broader discussion over the coming weeks.  As background, the complexities of our 
flying environment and wide range of interest groups have evolved to the point where the current 
formal rules miss many of the issues -- and in recent interactions with some Club Members I have 
been disappointed to find that many things that were taken as 'common knowledge and parctice' 
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when I learnt to fly seem to have been forgotten (or at least subject to selective memory).  We 
simply cannot allow this. 

I would be the first to say that this has been an interesting and challenging project.  Once we get 
past the obvious hot buttons I have commented on lately (such as use of frequency keys, adherence 
to flying hours) trying to write down a firm set of Rules covering all the safety aspects of our 
hobby, and the specific requirements associated with operation at the Bulleen field, has proven a 
complex task.  At this stage, the output will be in three sections covering: 

• The minimum necessary formal rules (such as power flying hours, adherence to the CASA 
30 metre rule);  

• Specific flying disciplines for different flying sessions (such as mid week Power, Saturday 
electirc, Sunday Power)';  

• Sound flying disciplines -- not rules as such, but a set of disciplines that we should all obey, 
and fly in the comfort that those around us also obey.  

We will arrange some familiarisation sessions once we have the documentation complete, and also 
create a 'phase in' period to ensure all have the opportunity to comply before the Safety Officers 
move into action. 

Thats all for now. 

Happy flying 

David Gibbs  

Committee Priorities for 2004 

The underlying priorities for all committee activities in the coming year are; 

1. Maintain the strong basic administration skills and processes and build on these to improve 
enjoyment for all members.  

2. Foster and extend an open, impartial and practical approach to promoting the club and 
activities.  

3. Retain and encourage rapport across the different interest groups in the club and create 
opportunities to 'cross fertilise' the knowledge and relationships.  

4. Create opportunities to involve those outside the formal committee in contributing across the 
full range of club activities.  

5. Look to and learn from other successful aeromodelling clubs and associations for examples of 
effective practices in and across interest groups.  

6. Continue to be diligent in protecting the environment around the Bulleen field, with particular 
focus on safety and noise.  

7. And, after we have done all that, recognise there are a number of members who will still just 
want it to be easy for them to fly -- with no wish to have a greater involvement in the club. 
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VMAA News 
The VMAA has invited the Club to nominate members for election as officers of the Association or 
as Ordinary Members of the executive.  Any member wishing to be nominated for any of the 
following positions, or wishing further information about the VMAA, should contact the Secretary, 
David Keynton, on 9885 7318. 

 Vice President – elected for a two year term; 
 Secretary – elected for a two year term; 
 Registrar – elected for a two year term; 
 Contest Director – elected for a one year term; and 
 Ordinary Members (two) – elected for a one year term. 

 
David Keynton 
 

What’s Happening with Electrics? 
All of a sudden it’s dark at 6:00PM so the evening 
electric activities have come to a grinding halt!  You 
would think this would lead to an increase in building 
activity however there must be a lot of cold workshops 
out there as we are not seeing too many new electric 
models at the field (apart from ME163’s which must be 
breeding in some dark corner!).   

 
 
 
Over the last few months light weight 3D style 
models have become increasingly popular probably 
due to the increasing availability of affordable high 
performance power systems.  Small brushless motors 
can be easily mounted on the in-expensive GWS 300 
gear boxes and a good range of small outrunners is 
also available.  A recent development is the 

conversion of brushless motors from old CD-ROM 
drives.  This is very popular with the indoor group 
and a few DAC members are having a go at 
rewinding these motors.  If you are interested in 
converting CD-ROM motors have a word with Martin 
Lui. 
 
Another recent development for electric modelers is 
the availability of LiPoly cells that can deliver 
continuous current at up to 10C (10 times the rated  

 
 
capacity of the cell).  These cells are quite expensive 
however, as with most technology developments, 
they are bound to become cheaper over time.  A 
range of cells up to 2800mAh are available that can 
supply up to 28A continuously.  Given that the 
voltage supplied by a LiPoly cell is equivalent to 
three nicads (~3.6V) a three cell pack of 1500 to 
2800mAh cells will provide a huge performance and 
endurance boost for your Mega 16/15/5T powered 
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ME163.  Mine climbed almost vertically after launch and had better performance after 17 minutes 
of high throttle flying that the original 10 cell KAN1050 pack when freshly charged!  
 
If you are interested in building a 3D depron (foam) model I have a set of templates for the Foamy 
Factory 3DX (see pics on our web site) which makes construction a snap – see me at the field if you 
want to borrow them.      
 
Don’t forget to keep you LiPoly cells in a fire-proof container, particularly during charging.  
 
 
Safe flying, 
 
 
Neil Spencer 
 

Feature Article – Scale Vampire 

Project Vampire 

Over the past many months David Law, one of our truly outstanding aeromodellers, has been 
preparing his entry for the Scale World Championships - a Vampire.  Well done David, it looks 
fantastic.  The photos speak for themselves…. 
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Project Vampire -- David Law's World Championship Scale Entry  

.

 
Upcoming AGM and Auction 

 
A quick reminder that the AGM and Auction is coming in July.  Start thinking about items for 
auction and nominations for the coming year! 
 
Brandon Lappin 
 


