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8pm Monday 21st April 2008, at the Club House 

 

On the agenda: 

• Brief, official stuff. 

• Show and Tell:  bring your project along and share. 

• Usual chat, coffee, tea and pizzas!!! 
 

 

 
 
Did you know that you can view the newsletter on the web and see it in glorious colour?  
Simply go to http://www.dac.org.au and select "Members Info" then "Newsletter". 
 
If you wish, you can unsubscribe to having the hardcopy newsletters sent to you via post and 
just get an email notification when a new edition is available for download.  This will save 
delays, trees, and postal and production costs.  An email has been sent out to those members 
for whom we have an email address on file. 
 
To unsubscribe to the hardcopy version, please send an email to the webmaster asking to be 
included in the newsletter mailing list   w e b @dac.org.au .  
 
 
 
 
 

Next Club MeetingNext Club MeetingNext Club MeetingNext Club Meeting    

Electronic NewsletterElectronic NewsletterElectronic NewsletterElectronic Newsletter    
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President’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s Message    

 
Welcome to all new members and congratulations to those who have recently attained their 
Bronze Wings. We’re looking forward to more of our heli fliers getting their Bronze Wings 
soon too. 
 
The local sporting clubs are not allowed to use their own sports grounds for practice as they 
may be damaged and made unsuitable for play when the season commences.  As part of our 
policy of being good neighbours and a responsible community minded group, we have 
granted permission for the F.C. Bulleen Lions soccer club to use area surrounding the strip, 
circuit and pits from 6:00pm to 7:30pm on Monday, Wednesday and Friday during March 
08.  No flying is to occur at these times, or when any member of the public is using our 
grounds. This permission period may be extended depending on conditions, and this seems 
likely.  For more info, see notices on the club door and in the club-house. 
 
We’re currently getting quotes on the installation of carport-style shading in the pits area and 
south west of the control line circle, and are in communication with council seeking approval 
for their erection.  Keep your fingers crossed. 
 
Following discussions at our February meeting, Grant has painted lines on the concrete to 
assist in keeping the doorway clear of chairs.  This has generated much amusing discussion, 
such as members pondering whether a chair-leg ON the line is IN or OUT, etc etc.  Thanks 
Grant – and thanks too to all who’ve contributed to the fun. 
 
The old Spectrum DX6 continues to not be allowed to be used at DAC because it is standard 
DSM technology and considered suitable for park flyers only, however the new DX6i uses 
DSM2 technology and thus is allowed to be used at DAC, provided of course that it has the 

“C-Tick”  .  If you’re thinking of one of these, consider the package that includes a 
helicopter, battery, charger etc etc.  Contact you local hobby shop. 
 
Our most serious issue recently was one Saturday a few weeks ago we ran out of sugar – and 
if that’s all there is then that says something about the great contribution everyone is making.  
Thanks everyone. I’m pleased to advise sugar has since been purchased. 
 
We’re currently getting ready for the VMAA trophy, seeking to be unbeaten for our 9th year.  
It really is more of a carnival than a competition and you are all encouraged to come down to 
P & DARCS field, Wenn Rd, Cardinia on Saturday 12 and Sunday 13 April to support the 
DAC team and enjoy yourselves.  See www.vmaa.com.au for more details and a map of how 
to get there. 
 
 
Learn lots, have fun, fly safe and fly often.    Ian Pullar
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SafetySafetySafetySafety----As shown by the Prez!As shown by the Prez!As shown by the Prez!As shown by the Prez!    

 

Do -h-t I --y, don’t do -h-t I did.  --fety – Think it T-lk it Fly it. 

 
The above is what happens if you do what I did, which was to NOT have the model 
restrained.  I am now having difficulty typing Q, W, A. S Z and X because two fingers are 
bandaged. 
 
How many times have I been told?  How many times have I told others?  Hopefully you will 
gain from my pain and not do the same silly things. 
 

Here’s what went right and went wrong. 

 

� I was helping Warwick setting up his Twin Star.  GOOD 
� Before connecting the battery we took it outside, facing away from people.   GOOD 
� Took it on test flight, clear of others, into wind etc etc.   GOOD 
� Took it back to pits – but did not put it in a model restraint – then knelt in front of it 

while it was still live.  VERY BAD / VERY BAD 
� After some adjustments, I thought I had disconnected battery – then turned off 

transmitter.  BAD 
� BOTH motors came to life – I put out both hands and caught both props.  BAD / 

BAD. 
� Raised both hands to slow the blood flow. GOOD 
� Didn’t touch anything, so as to keep wounds clean. GOOD  (First aid note – to reduce 

bleeding, apply compression to wound, elevate the wound, and lay the patient down.  
In my case I wasn’t bleeding a lot.) 

� Washed hands to endure dirt was immediately washed out.  GOOD  
� Warwick and Patrick grabbed the First Aid kit and sat me down in the kitchen and 

Warwick bandaged both hands with plenty of pressure to hold the wounds together 
and curtail the bleeding.  GOOD / GOOD / GOOD  (Note – wear gloves when 
exposed to other people’s blood.) 

� Numerous folk offered to drive me to hospitals/doctors and pack up my gear. GOOD / 
GOOD. 

Warwick and Patrick and possibly others washed the blood off the plane, the concrete and the 
kitchen sink.  GOOD / GOOD 

 
I ended up a series of cuts (about 6) on the smallest fingers of left hand, (one requiring 3 
stitches) and a cut on the palm of the right.  Also required a Tetanus booster shot.  I should be 
right in a week. 
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Mistakes will happen.  The big trick is to have things in place to eliminate  or minimise their 
impact  That’s why they put rubbers on the end of pencils and safety belts in cars.  My biggest 
error was to not use a model restraint, which would have protected me (and potentially others) 
from my other mistakes. 
 
This model had 2 tiny motors but was easily able to cause severe injury – and I escaped 
lightly. I hope you learn from my mistake, and if you see someone doing what I did you’ll 
take action.  And in the event of an incident you’ll give/receive the same assistance and 
support that I received. 
 
Many thanks to everyone for their help.   
 
Finally – (using my other fingers to type) –  
Do what I say, don’t do what I did.     Safety – Think it Talk it Fly it. 
 
Ian P 
 
(No animals were injured in the creation of this article, but your President sure took a 
beating.) 
 
RE PICTURES – I have gory pics of the cuts – but more pleasant to leave out of the 
newsletter. 
 
 

Experience Experience Experience Experience –––– A Great Teacher A Great Teacher A Great Teacher A Great Teacher    

 
My flying has had its ups and downs recently, I put a charged 3 cell pack on a charger set for 
4 cells.  I discovered this before the battery was damaged and I decided to use it on my Komet 
on the bench as a means of getting the voltage down to what it should be, rather than storing it 
over-charged.  Wrong move – I should have used the discharge function on my charger, or 
some alternative method.  The stationary plane had no motor cooling, the motor over-heated, 
de-magnetised and took out the speed-controller – with lots of smoke and smell.  Next day the 
cheap outrunner in my Spitfire (which had recently had its soft shaft replaced) did a bearing 
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and moved from 3 wires down to 2 and my Cularis went out in sympathy.  All three planes 
are back in the air now but they are good reminders of a few valuable lessons. 
 

• If you can’t afford to crash*, (*or suffer equipment failure or make a poor purchasing 
decision) you can’t afford to fly.  In short – live with it and gain from what you’ve 
learned. 

• Buy cheap – and buy twice.  Motors from cheap sources look great but often have soft 
shafts, poor magnets and, along with speed controllers and batteries, come with 
specifications that are often heavily overstated. You will often get more flights per dollar 
from better gear. Prices are coming down at your Local Hobby Shops and they will 
support what they sell. 

• We often ignore the rule that if you stay within the parameters of 75% of your 
equipment’s stated capacity (Amp draw etc) it’s likely to provide significantly greater 
reliability and lifespan. 

• If you are trying to diagnose faults,  
o Start with the EASIEST items to check before moving to items which may be 

more likely to be the cause, but are harder to check; 
o Change only ONE variable at a time to isolate the cause; 
o ASK for assistance and LISTEN for the answers (if appropriate, seek further 

opinions). 

• BEFORE EVERY FLIGHT – you should check UP, DOWN, LEFT and RIGHT.  On the 
ground is a much better time to discover a mistake than after you’ve taken off, I was lucky 
(and so was the owner of the plane I was flying), there was no damage. 

• Keep adding to your experience.  Recent additions to mine include: 
o That the use of a speed controller’s “Soft Start” can cause some motors to NOT 

start.  Disabling this solved the problem.   
o Another cause can simply be that the idle or throttle trim is a click or two up, so 

the speed controller thinks your throttle is not off and won’t start. 
o If you are doing a lot of covering with packing tape, a $20 investment in a 

packaging tape dispenser is valuable. 
o Estimate the amount of time it will take you to do any task or project and multiply 

by 5.  (If you’re very experienced, it could be as little as 2.  If you have a life 
outside of model aircraft, it could be 7 or more, or “whenever”!) 

o Listening to the internal Combustion flyers, I’ve learned that different fuel engine 
tuning is required on hot days to avoid motors overheating.  If you didn’t know 
this, you should talk to these lads about it and other ways of ensuring your 
investment is protected and your plane is always in airworthy condition. 

This is an old one – never stop on the last flight of the day – because that’s when you’ll crash.  
Always stop on the second-last flight and then pack up. 
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Stan’s CornerStan’s CornerStan’s CornerStan’s Corner    
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By Martin Lui 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The first organised indoor fun fly was in 
August of 1996 at the Monash University.  
This was an eye opener in radio 
controlled indoor planes. The pioneers 
were Bob Hickman and Neil Hardiman; 
we all flew home made lightweight 
planes made either of foam, carbon rods 
or balsa.  My first indoor was the Kolibri 
made from bent carbon rods and light 
span. This was a German design and 
motor came from a German company 
called Westec, still in business today. We 
then got into indoor pylon racing. 
 
Everything here was home made, even 
the motors. We had to hand wind it 
ourselves to make it feasible for AAA 7.2 
volts. ESC was built by Neil.  The 
Facimobile was Neil's scale built up from 
balsa stick and covered with film; this 
was a sight to be seen when Neil did the 
complete aerobatics routine, first in 
Australia in a one court basketball hall. 
 
With the advent of GWS products indoor 
became more common especially with 
low cost gears and depron planes, and 
now with China getting into RC anything 
is possible.  It is up to the individual to 
create anything they can dream up. This 
is because of low cost micro brushless 
motors, esc and LiPo's. It is unbelievable 
to see what people create in the RCgroup.  
Back then it was the fringe group who 
could afford micro gears. 
 
AEFA has been involved with the indoor 
flying for more than 10 years. The current 
venue at Donvale is our sixth site. We 
went as far as Warburton. We ran indoor 
competitions, Crop dusting (knock down 
as many foam cups as possible in 3 
minutes) SLOWFLY, slowest one can fly 

Indoor FlyingIndoor FlyingIndoor FlyingIndoor Flying    
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in 3 minutes, pylon, aerobatic and scale. 
The fly-in is run according to MAAA 
rules.  All flyers must be a member of 
VMAA for insurance purposes.  The 
current set of MOP rules was developed 
by this group, except for choppers. We fly 
with a control panel where we place the 
frequency keys, time slot for slowfly / 
funfly and led indicator for the duration 
of individual flyers.  
 
The current group of flyers are not as 
creative as in the old days. Nowadays 
90% of the planes you will see are depron 
3D planes. You can still create many 
different kinds of indoor planes. My 
depron fleet consists of Yak 3D 
(<90gms), Vector thrust F22 (40gms), 
VTOL (150gms), Girocopter (76gms).  
Today you can buy a fully RC 18gms 
indoor scale from the shop. Also with a 
bit of ingenuity one can remove the micro 
gears from toys to create indoor 
lightweight planes e.g. 30gms Hanger 
Rat. Herr Engineering company in the 
State produce a marvellous fleet of indoor 
laser cut rubber scale that can be 
converted easily to RC.  Peanut scale is 
also a candidate. The current indoor RC 
record weighs around 3gms. 

 
 

 

Indoor Flying 
2nd Saturday each month, 8–11pm 

Donvale Indoor Sports Centre (DISC) 
360 Springvale Rd, Donvale 

(Melways 48 F4) 
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Model Plane Retrieval from Great Heights 

 

  
 

One of our club members recently had a misfortune (or skill) of landing his model near the 
top of the largest tree on the field.  The model was safely retrieved thanks to David from 
"Down Under Tree Stump Removals, phone 0411 667 034. There's a yellow card with this 
number on the clubhouse notice board. 
 
His going rate is $35 for a simple climb and up to $80 for the most difficult retrieval.  David 
has the appropriate gear to carefully retrieve your favorite model.  It is recommended that you 
don't climb any trees, especially to great heights.  It is not worth the risk of getting injured and 
missing out on flying.  
 
 

  
 

Treetop Retrieval !Treetop Retrieval !Treetop Retrieval !Treetop Retrieval !    
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The 30th Anniversary of the VPA Australian Masters will be happening at Shepparton over 
the ANZAC long weekend.  There will be pilots from all over the country participating for the 
top spots in this nationally renowned competition.  Come along and see the top pilots do their 
thing!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Radio Control Glider Calendar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events    
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Radio Control Power-Model Calendar 

 

 
 
For more details and the latest updates to the event calendar go to VMAA web site at 
http://www.vmaa.com.au/content/events/events.php 
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 Cliff’s hangar including the Extra 260. 

 
 Taxiing to the runway. 

Model Model Model Model Pictorial Pictorial Pictorial Pictorial –––– Extra 260 Extra 260 Extra 260 Extra 260    
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 Low inverted pass. 

 

 
 On final approach. 
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Name Home Work/Mobile W/E Sat W/E Sat W/E Sat W/E Sat 

  Ian Pullar 9428-4365   0425-831-572 22-Mar-08 24-May-08 26-Jul-08 27-Sep-08 

  Cliff McIver 9850-4478   9882-7521 29-Mar-08 31-May-08 2-Aug-08 4-Oct-08 

  Nik Daud 9852-3236   0412-263-883 05-Apr-08 07-Jun-08 9-Aug-08 11-Oct-08 

  Greg Sleeth 9848-6809   9634-4658 12-Apr-08 14-Jun-08 16-Aug-08 18-Oct-08 

  Anthony Peate 9877-8225   9634-4303 19-Apr-08 21-Jun-08 23-Aug-08 25-Oct-08 

  Theo Kyriopoulos 9370-9424   0419-358-659 26-Apr-08 28-Jun-08 30-Aug-08 1-Nov-08 

  Patrick Kearney 9898-1370    03-May-08 05-Jul-08 6-Sep-08 8-Nov-08 

  Grant Collins 9849-1790   0418-872-218 10-May-08 12-Jul-08 13-Sep-08 15-Nov-08 

  Jason Harrigan 9859-4020   0418-309-022 17-May-08 19-Jul-08 20-Sep-08 22-Nov-08 

For up to date mowing roster go to http://www.dac.org.au and click on “Members Info”. 
 
To change a rostered date, organise a swap if possible, or contact Cliff on 9882-7521. 
 
FREE JOY RIDES! Available for anyone who wish to join the Mowing Roster. 
 

 
The newsletter and the web page rely heavily on club members to write articles and send them 
in.  So we encourage all club members to have a go. You are welcome to place ads for sale of 
your secondhand R/C model aircraft related items in the newsletter. The newsletter is a 
service offered to all club members. 
 
Articles don’t have to be long to be of interest to other members.  It may only take you 10 
minutes to type up.  Just send it via email in plan text or MS Word document format. Pictures 
are good but try to limit you articles to less than 2MBytes in size.  Always include the 
author’s name within the article text. 
 
Fernando Monge  Newsletter Editor   e d i t @dac.org.au 
Michael Best  Webpage Editor & Newsletter Assistant  w e b @dac.org.au 
 
 
Disclaimer  

Readers should be aware that the content of this newsletter is of a general nature and is not intended to constitute a definitive 
statement on any subject matter and does not constitute legal or specific advice. Formal advice should be obtained before 
acting in any of the areas covered. 
The advice contained in this newsletter is intended as a source of information only. Although precautions have been taken to 
ensure accuracy of the information, the publishers, authors and printers cannot accept responsibility for any claim, loss, 
damage or liability arising out of use of the information published. 

Mowing RosterMowing RosterMowing RosterMowing Roster    

Note from the EditorsNote from the EditorsNote from the EditorsNote from the Editors    
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If undelivered return to: 
Doncaster Aeromodellers Club 
P.O. Box 56 

North Balwyn Vic. 3104 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

DDDDDDDDAAAAAAAACCCCCCCC        CCCCCCCCOOOOOOOOMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMIIIIIIIITTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE        22222222000000000000000077777777////////88888888 

NNNNAMEAMEAMEAME PPPPOSITIONOSITIONOSITIONOSITION CCCCONTACTONTACTONTACTONTACT EEEEMAILMAILMAILMAIL    
Ian Pullar President 03 9428 4365  
Cliff McIver Vice President 03 9850 4478  
Colin Kahn Secretary 0412 566 610 s e c r @dac.org.au 
Graham Kay Treasurer  0403 199 713 t r e a s @dac.org.au 
Ian Slack Registrar 03 9489 3001 r e g @dac.org.au 

Fernando Monge Newsletter Editor   e d i t @dac.org.au 

Michael Best Webpage Editor  
& Newsletter Assistant 

 w e b @dac.org.au 

Grant Collins Committee Member   
David Gibbs Committee Member   
David Law Committee Member   
James Taylor Committee Member   

More details can be found at http://www.dac.org.au and click on “contact us”. 


